
CEAR Workshop: Risk Literacy – Methods and Applications 
September 22 and 23, 2016 

Naples: Villa Doria D’Angri, Via Petrarca 80 
General Information 
 
This workshop brings together researchers interested in the characterization, measurement and application of risk 
literacy. Concepts of literacy vary across disciplines, and often refer to different things. One goal of the workshop is to 
introduce the concepts used in different disciplines to a wider academic audience than is normal. Risk literacy here 
refers to much more than financial risk literacy, and includes domains such as health risk literacy and crime risk literacy. 
It also refers to the manner in which risk literacy is updated over time, as information comes in and can be evaluated. 
It also refers to risk capability, the manner in which risk literacy is translated into behavior. And it also refers to  the 
awareness of illiteracy in some domain, and how that awareness might affect behavior. 
 
We expect researchers from a variety of disciplines will find this workshop of interest, including economics, finance, 
risk management, insurance, accounting, public health, law and psychology. The workshop will consist of roughly ten 
plenary sessions in which speakers have an hour to present. We encourage papers on the foundations of risk literacy, 
broadly defined above, as well as applications. 
 
Keynote 
 
The keynote address will be given by Professor Gerd Gigerenzer, Director at the Max Planck Institute for Human 
Development and Director of the Harding Center for Risk Literacy in Berlin. Apart from influential academic publications 
in psychology and related fields, he has contributed significantly to the field of risk literacy. His Calculated Risks: How 
to Know When Numbers Deceive You, published in 2002, was a best-seller. He has also recently given a Ted Talk on Risk 
Literacy, available at http://tedxzurich.com/speaker/gerd-gigerenzer/, and in 2014 he published Risk Savvy: How to 
Make Good Decisions, another popular book on risk literacy. 
 
Organizers 
 
Enrica Carbone (Second University of Naples, Caserta) and Glenn Harrison (Georgia State University) are the organizers 
of this workshop. Funding is being provided by the Center for the Economic Analysis of Risk (CEAR) at Georgia State 
University: see cear.gsu.edu for more information on CEAR. Standard travel and accommodation support for paper 
presenters will be provided. Should you have questions, please contact Professor Harrison at gharrison@gsu.edu about 
the substance of the workshop, and contact Mark Schneider at cear@gsu.edu with questions about participation and 
logistics. 
 
Lodging 

  
Workshop participants are encouraged to stay at the Hotel Paradiso (Best Western). The workshop organizers will 
reach out to the presenters and invited guests to manage hotel reservations. 
 
Directions to the Hotel 
 
For those of you staying at the Hotel Paradiso, the best way to get to the hotel is via taxi. From the airport to the hotel, 
there is a fixed tariff (fare) of €25. For larger groups, the hotel can arrange a shuttle service. Larger groups are advised 
to make themselves known to cear@gsu.edu no later than Sept. 19th. Villa Doria is a 15-minute walk from the hotel. 
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Location 
 
The workshop will be held at Villa Doria d’Angri (website in Italian), in Naples. Villa Doria d’Angri is part of a larger 
complex and is located between Via Petrarca and Via Posillipo. The complex consists of two monumental buildings, 
Villa Doria d’Angri and St. Dorothy, and a park of over 18,000 square meters. 
 
The address is: Via Francesco Petrarca, 80, 80123 Napoli, Italy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions to the Villa 
 
A taxi will be easiest in the city; use the address above. For those that are a bit more adventurous and want to navigate 
via public transportation -- from the city center area, the complex can be reached by way of the Line 2 commuter rail, 
followed by a short funicular (cable-car) ride and walk. From the Garibaldi Metro Station, make your way to the Line 2 
rail towards Pozzuoli, which you will ride until the Mergellina stop (4 stops). From this stop, make your way to the 
funicular platform and take the car to the next stop: S. Antonio – **the hotel is closest to the next stop on this line, S. 
Gioacchino, but a taxi is the best method of transport to the hotel. These cable-cars run every 10 minutes. The walk to 
Villa Doria is approximately 10 minutes from this stop. Head south on Via Orazio until you turn right onto Via Francesco 
Petrarca. Villa Doria is on the left side of the street: Via Francesco Petrarca, 80.  

 
 

 
 

http://www.cpo.uniparthenope.it:8000/doria
https://goo.gl/maps/fEv4kXZcpzT2


PROGRAM – Thursday, September 22, 2016 

08:55 – 09:00 Welcome & Introduction 

09:00 – 10:00 
“Financial Literacy and Portfolio Dynamics” 
Milo Bianchi (Toulouse School of Economics) 

10:00 – 11:00 

“Measuring Decision-Making Ability in the Evaluation of Financial Literacy Education 
Programs” 
Tobias Aufenanger (Friedrich-Alexander University Nuremberg), Friedemann Richter & 
Matthias Wrede 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee break (provided) 

11:15 – 12:15 
“Extended Financial Literacy” 
Mark Schneider (Georgia State University), Glenn Harrison & Don Ross 

12:15 – 13:30 Lunch (provided) 

13:30 – 14:30 
“Tailoring Risk Communication to Improve Comprehension: Do Patient Preferences Help or 
Hurt?” 
Yaniv Hanoch (Plymouth University), Andrew J. Barnes, Talya Miron-Shatz & Elissa M. Ozanne 

14:30 – 15:30 
“Can Smoking Harm Your Long-Term Saving Decisions?” 
Abigail Hurwitz (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem) & Orly Sade 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee break (provided) 

15:45 – 17:15 
“Helping doctors and patients make sense of health statistics” – Keynote 
Gerd Gigerenzer (Max Planck Institute for Human Development) 

20:00 – Conference Dinner 

PROGRAM – Friday, September 23, 2016 

09:30 – 10:30 
“Advising the Financially Vulnerable New Gen Y Household” 
Conrad Ciccotello (Georgia State University) 

10:30 – 11:30 

“Effectiveness of German Insurance Disclosures to Improve Consumer Understanding, 
Compared with U.S. Insurance Disclosure Practices, with Lessons for Improving Consumer 
Protection” 
Christoph Schwarzbach (Center for Risk and Insurance) 

11:30 – 11:45 Coffee break (provided) 

11:45 – 12:45 
“Financial disclosure, risk perception and investment choice. Evidence from Italian investors’  
behaviour” 
Nadia Linciano (CONSOB), M. Gentile, C. Lucarelli & P. Soccoroso 

12:45 – 14:00 Lunch (provided) 

14:00 – 15:00 
“Financial literacy and bank runs: an experimental analysis” 
Luca Panaccione (University of Rome To Vergata), Eloisa Campioni, Vittorio Larocca & 
Loredana Mirra 

15:00 – 16:00 
Panel: “What is Missing from Research on Risk Literacy?” 
Glenn Harrison, Don Ross & Gerd Gigerenzer 

16:00 Conference adjourns 

 


